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Spike Island presents the first major survey exhibition of Guyanese
British artist Donald Locke (1930–2010). Locke was born and raised in
Guyana and first moved to the UK in the 1950s to study at Bath
Academy of Art and Edinburgh School of Art. He then lived between
London and Georgetown for the next twenty years, before settling in
the United States in the late 1970s.

The exhibition at Spike Island explores the development of his work
across Guyana, the UK and the United States over five decades, from
the late 1960s to the early 2000s. It features over eighty works, from
early ceramics that evoke human and natural forms to mixed-media
sculptures and monochromatic black paintings from the 1970s. Also
included are several large-scale paintings from the 1990s that
incorporate found images along with ceramic, metal and wood
elements. These materials reflect Locke’s evolving approach to the
use of different media, his formal ingenuity and the growing influence
of African American vernacular art and iconography, following his
relocation to the United States.

Though Locke lived and worked in many places during his life, his
exploration of issues of history, identity and subjugation was a
constant. This is evident in his use of forms and symbols that echo the
legacies of colonialism in his native Guyana and the racial politics of
the American Civil War, from sculptures exploring plantation
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architecture to paintings that incorporate found photographs of
Confederate and Union soldiers. Above all, however, Locke wanted to
give form and visibility to the unique and hybrid contributions of
Black culture to modernity, which is evident in the broad range of
materials and stylistic approaches that he adopted throughout his
career.

Donald Locke: Reistant Forms  is organised by Spike Island, Bristol;
Ikon Gallery, Birmingham; and Camden Art Centre, London, with
support from the Donald Locke Estate. The exhibitions at Spike Island
and Ikon Gallery are curated by Robert Leckie, Director of Gasworks,
London (and former Director of Spike Island). The exhibition at
Camden Art Centre is curated by Martin Clark and Gina Buenfeld-
Murley, in collaboration with Robert Leckie. The exhibition is
generously supported by the Ampersand Foundation, Henry Moore
Foundation, Alison Jacques Gallery and the Donald Locke Estate.  

The exhibition will be accompanied by a fully illustrated monographic
publication designed by London-based design studio, Wolfe Hall. The
publication features newly commissioned essays by Guyanese-born
curator Grace Aneiza Ali; art historian, curator and artist Eddie
Chambers; and art historian and scholar Giulia Smith, alongside an
introduction by Robert Leckie. The publication has been made
possible with the support of the Paul Mellon Centre. 
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— ENDS —

For press enquiries please contact Sam Talbot at sam@sam-
talbot.com or Isabel Davies at isabel@sam-talbot.com.

Resistant Forms
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ABOUT THE ARTIST 

DONALD LOCKE 

Donald Locke grew up in Guyana and attended the Working
People’s Art Class (WPAC) taught in Georgetown by Guyanese
artist Edward Rupert Burrowes in 1947. He was awarded
scholarships to study at Bath Academy of Art at Corsham from
1954–57 and Edinburgh School of Art from 1959–64, where he
obtained an MA in Fine Art.

Locke returned to Guyana in 1964 to become Art Master at Queen’s
College in Georgetown, where he taught until 1969. He then
received a bursary to return to Edinburgh School of Art to study
ceramics, after which he moved to London, where he lived from
1970–78. In 1979, Locke was awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship in
Sculpture at Arizona State University. He lived in Phoenix, Arizona
until 1990 and then moved to Atlanta, Georgia, where he lived until
his death in 2010.

Solo exhibitions include: Atlanta Contemporary Art Center (2024–
25); High Museum of Art, Atlanta (2016–17); New Art Exchange,
Nottingham (2009); Aljira, a Center for Contemporary Art, Newark
(2004); City Hall Gallery East, Atlanta (2003) and the
Commonwealth Institute, London (1975). Group exhibitions
include: Black Atlantic: People, Power, Resistance, The Fitzwilliam
Museum, Cambridge (2023); Life Between Islands, Tate Britain,
London (2021); Back to Black: Art, Cinema and the Racial ,
Whitechapel Gallery, London (2005); The Other Story, Hayward
Gallery, London (1989); FESTAC ‘77, Lagos (1977); and the 12th São
Paulo Biennial (1971).
 

The Other Story,
Back to Black: Cinema and the Racial Imaginary,

Black Atlantic: People, Power, Resistance,
Life Between Islands,
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NOTES FOR EDITORS

The exhibition preview takes place on Friday 30 May 2025.
Donald Locke: Resistant Formsis organised by Spike Island, Bristol;
Ikon Gallery, Birmingham; and Camden Art Centre, London, with
support from the Donald Locke Estate. The exhibitions at Spike
Island and Ikon Gallery are curated by Robert Leckie, Director of
Gasworks, London (and former Director of Spike Island). The
exhibition at Camden Art Centre is curated by Martin Clark and
Gina Buenfeld-Murley, in collaboration with Robert Leckie. The
exhibition is generously supported by the Ampersand Foundation,
Henry Moore Foundation, Alison Jacques Gallery, the Paul Mellon
Centre and the Donald Locke Estate. 

       ABOUT SPIKE ISLAND
Spike Island supports, produces and presents contemporary art
and culture across an 80,000 square foot former industrial building
in Bristol. Its diverse artistic programme includes free major
exhibitions, events and engagement activities taking place on-site
and online. Championing outstanding work by emerging and
underrepresented local, national and international artists, the
programme enhances access to contemporary art for audiences
from all backgrounds.

Alongside its public offer, Spike Island directly supports artists
through new commissions, over 70 subsidised studios, and sector-
leading artist development opportunities that widen access to its
programme and facilities. Its Exhibition Services business supports
the bespoke production and installation of artists’ film and video
throughout the UK and internationally. Spike Island is home to a
dynamic community of hundreds of artists and creative businesses,
working in flexible, affordable workspaces, alongside UWE
Bristol’s Fine Art department, Spike Print Studio, and café bar
Emmeline. 

       www.spikeisland.org.uk 
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