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k,ﬂ’ad with Spike Island, in Leigh Woods as part of

o the Body Forest programme.

We explored the histories connecting Hartcliffe,

Leigh Woods and the tobacco industry. We also - -
explored our relationship to the more-than- e «
human and developed speculative fiction as a : .

way to think about the future... -~ C ™t



We began our project mapping ourselves in
relation to Hartcliffe and Leigh Woods.

We talked about places that are important
to us, and mapped these out on the forest
floor, finding connections.
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Oak

-
Oak has a long history of folklore throughout Europe and was %

sacred to many people, including the ancient Greeks, the Norse

and the Celts. — —

Oak's association with the gods of thunder may have come
from the phenomenon that oaks are often split by lightning

heing the tallest trees standing in the landscape.
ince 17°C qualities of oak and qualities of English nation have

been linked by those in power. Edmund Burke (a conservative
MP based in Bristol in 18"C) described the aristocracy as ‘the
great oaks which shade a country’.




Silver queen

Plewsaw Janjig
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Christmas

Rasberries and cream

Tall and bushy perennial of riversides, damp woods and
waysides, chiefly in England and Wales. The plant is no relative
of either hemp or agrimony (though its leaves resemble those of
cannabis). The flowers have something of the look of a whipped

strawberry mousse.

Hemp agrimony
Holy rope



Sticky bobs

Ragwort

Stinking willie

Yellow tops ¥

: z ; i andelions
Inventor of Velcro fastening fastening reputedly got the idea Looks like d e
from the seed-heads of burdock, There's lots of flowers on each stem

Sticky willy Bachelor’s buttons

The annual Burry Man parade held in Edinburgh incudes a man
dressed from head to ankle in burs perambulating about the
town, with people throwing burs at him till his entire body is
encased in bur-patches.

When Ragwort dies it

In Isle of man Ragwort is called ‘cushag’ and it is the national
flower, though it’s also used as a satirical emblem (showing
ambivalent re!ationship)

John Clare poem (1831): -
Ragworth thou humble flower with tattered Ieaves
| love to see thee come & litter gold."™ Y

‘Thy waste of shining blossoms richiy shields
The sun-tanned sward in splendid hues that t?urn
So bright and glaring that the very light
Of the rich sunshine doth to paleness turn
& seems but very shadows in thy sight

'The striking black and yellow striped caterpillar of the cinnabar

moth feeds almost exclusively on ragwort leaves.

Poisonous to horses, the name stinki'r{é willie is from scotland,
and mares fart in north shropshire in Cheshire: ‘how loathed
the malodorous foliage is by cattle farmers’
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We explored historical connections between Hartcliffe and
Leigh Woods, which weren’t immediately obvious!

Acting as detectives we tried to figure out what connected a
wealthy 19th century factory-owner, tobacco, a Caribbean
labourer, a giant Redwood tree, a famous landscape designer
and workers in 1970s Hartcliffe

Back in the day the Lakeshore Apartments building in
Hartcliffe was the Wills’ Tobacco factory. A lot of people
from the area would have worked there.

George Alfred Wills was head of Imperial Tobacco and built
the Tobacco Factory in Bedminster 1901 - it later moved to
Hartcliffe in the 1970s. All his wealth came from the Tobacco
industry. He donated Leigh Woods to the National Trust in
1909, at the very same moment he was expanding his
tobacco empire into colonial India.

Tobacco for the global industry was historically picked on
slave plantations in the US in the 17-18th centuries.

Tobacco has long been used in the Americas, with some
cultivation sites in Mexico dating back to 1400-1000 BC.
Many First Nation tribes traditionally used it socially and
ceremonially.

20th century workers in Harcliffe's tobacco factories were
given free cigarettes, before the time they were condemned
as a health hazard.

We pieced this story together in Paradise Bottom - part of
Leigh Woods that was designed by Humphry Repton, a 19 th
century landscape designer. This area includes Great
Redwood Trees extracted from the Americas.
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We ended the project fhinking about the future

What might the future Iébk Iikein Leigh Woods,

Traces would we might leave to the future
in Hartcliffe and beyond?, '

What kind of paths might we take? _ P’
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" | leave to you lost seeds
. ruined from our deeds::
Images of our world’ s beauty_' v
to contrast with its dISpal‘Ity#’ >

";I leave to you colourful b|rds

%who mimic our favourite words

| leave the sun so you may have fun
% inits radiant glow

for our future to know

?‘; ‘,&‘: e k’*ﬁwuwf

I Ieave to you our moon

So you ‘may soon enjoy

the nlght v0|d of frlght

.3‘
Lastly | Ieave the stars

to remind you what s ours
So you may see )
what we wish you to be - .




The Body-Forest is a programme of engagement activities
and public events devised by Jack Young, recipient of the
2022 Spike Island Engagement Fellowship for South West-
based Curators. The programme explores how thinking of
the body as an interconnected ecosystem rather than as a
machine — a metaphor developed under capitalism — might
shift the way we think about our human connection to the
world.

Drawing on the work of biologists Pierre Sonigo and
Shrese, among others, The Body-Forest programme
includes participatory workshops, discussions, radical
history walks, reading groups and more. The progrémme
will interrogate how the concept of the Body-Forest might
de-centre the human, and change the way we think about
time, language, desire and community in an age of
overlapping social and ecological crises.

For more information visit spikeisland.org.uk
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This zine was created through
The Body-Forest Summer School, July 2022

conceived and facilitated by Jack Young and Rebecca Beinart

Words and images by:
Sam Andrews
Rhianna Alford
Tramaine Brown
Kayleigh Griffin
Harvey Toogood

Thanks to:

Kirsty Hammond, Heart of BS13
Saphia Venner, Spike Island
Carole Burnett, Lead Ranger at National Trust Leigh Woods

Plant references (pp 6-10) from Richard Mabey
(Chatto and Windus: 1996)

Printed on recycled paper by Dizzy Ink
Bound with nettle twine

This project is part of the West of England Visual Arts Alliance
programme, supported by Arts Council England. -
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