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We’re a group of young people who live in
Hartcliffe, South Bristol and are part of the Club
for Young People and Heart of BS13.

In this zine we’re sharing a project we recently
did with Spike Island, in LeighWoods, as part of
the Body-Forest programme.

We explored the histories connecting Hartcliffe,
LeighWoods and the tobacco industry. We also
explored our relationship to the more-than-
human and developed speculative fiction as a
way to think about the future...
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We began our project mapping ourselves in
relation to Hartcliffe and LeighWoods.

We talked about places that are important
to us, and mapped these out on the forest
floor, finding connections.
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“what do you think the factorywas for?”

“Tobacco”

“What makes you think that?”

“It’s Bristol, isn’t it?”

We explored historical connections between Hartcliffe and
LeighWoods, which weren’t immediately obvious!

Acting as detectives we tried to figure out what connected a
wealthy 19th century factory-owner, tobacco, a Caribbean
labourer, a giant Redwood tree, a famous landscape designer
and workers in 1970s Hartcliffe

Back in the day the Lakeshore Apartments building in
Hartcliffe was theWills’ Tobacco factory. A lot of people
from the area would have worked there.

George AlfredWills was head of Imperial Tobacco and built
the Tobacco Factory in Bedminster 1901 - it later moved to
Hartcliffe in the 1970s. All his wealth came from the Tobacco
industry. He donated LeighWoods to the National Trust in
1909, at the very same moment he was expanding his
tobacco empire into colonial India.

Tobacco for the global industrywas historically picked on
slave plantations in the US in the 17-18th centuries.

Tobacco has long been used in the Americas, with some
cultivation sites in Mexico dating back to 1400–1000 BC.
Many First Nation tribes traditionally used it socially and
ceremonially.

20th centuryworkers in Harcliffe’s tobacco factories were
given free cigarettes, before the time theywere condemned
as a health hazard.

We pieced this story together in Paradise Bottom - part of
LeighWoods that was designed by Humphry Repton, a 19 th
century landscape designer. This area includes Great
Redwood Trees extracted from the Americas.
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Traces would we might leave to the future

“If we keep going like we are doing with pollution,we might have to live up in places like LeighWoods,up on the hill”

“The world could be lik
e some kind of Atlantis

, if

we keep going down th
is path”

We ended the project thinking about the future

What might the future look like in LeighWoods,
in Hartcliffe and beyond?

What kind of paths might we take?

“if we just get rid of petrol cars and
replace them all with electric cars,
history is just going to repeat itself”



I leave to you lost seeds
ruined from our deeds

Images of our world’s beauty
to contrast with its disparity

I leave to you colourful birds
who mimic our favourite words

I leave the sun so you may have fun
in its radiant glow

for our future to know

I leave to you our moon
So you may soon enjoy
the night, void of fright

Lastly I leave the stars
to remind you what’s ours

So you may see
what we wish you to be



The Body-Forest is a programme of engagement activities
and public events devised by Jack Young, recipient of the
2022 Spike Island Engagement Fellowship for SouthWest-
based Curators. The programme explores how thinking of
the body as an interconnected ecosystem rather than as a
machine – a metaphor developed under capitalism – might
shift the waywe think about our human connection to the
world.

Drawing on the work of biologists Pierre Sonigo and
Shrese, among others, The Body-Forest programme
includes participatoryworkshops, discussions, radical
historywalks, reading groups and more. The programme
will interrogate how the concept of the Body-Forest might
de-centre the human, and change the waywe think about
time, language, desire and community in an age of
overlapping social and ecological crises.

For more information visit spikeisland.org.uk
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