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Lawrence Abu Hamdan is a Private Ear: a
detective of sounds and their traces. His new
film commission, 45th Parallel, focuses on the
Haskell Free Library and Opera House, a unique
municipal site that straddles the jurisdictions of
Canada and the United States.

Built by the Haskell family in 1904, the site was
originally constructed to provide education and
cultural enrichment to the border communities
located on the 45th parallel in Rock Island,
Quebec and Derby Line, Vermont. A thick black
line demarcating the border runs through the
entire building, dividing the library collections
and creating the only cross-border theatre in
the world, where the audience and actors are in
different countries.

Filmed on location, 45th Parallel activates this
unique site's legal and symbolic potential. The
work is structured as a monologue in five acts,
performed by acclaimed film director Mahdi
Fleifel. The story centres on Hernandez vs Mesa,
a judicial case covering the fatal, cross-border
shooting of an unarmed fifteen-year-old Mexican
national in 2010 by a US Border Patrol agent.

In 2019, the US Supreme Court ruled in favour of
Mesa—the border agent—claiming that, as the
firearm was discharged on US soil and the murder
of Hernandez took place in Mexico, the guard
could not be prosecuted in the US. Supreme
Court judges were fearful that Mesa’s bullet
could implicate drone strikes in Yemen, Syria,
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq, Somalia and Libya.

Large print guides are available in the gallery and
to download at spikeisland.org.uk

Spike Island is an international centre for the
development of contemporary art, located in
Bristol’s harbour area.

Admission to the gallery is free.
Visit our website to explore upcoming events
and activities.

The work temporarily suspends us in a parallel
world where the one vote that stood between
justice for Hernandez and the thousands like him
killed across the border went the other way.

Each act is demarcated by a scenographic change
in the hand-painted backdrop on the Opera
House stage. First, we see the original backdrop
of a picturesque Venice canal, followed by two
newly commissioned scenes that are part of the
installation. One references a 1920 painting by
British artist Richard Carline (1896-1980) of an
aerial view of Damascus and its surrounding
landscape, and the other the concrete culvert

in El Paso-Juarez where the 2010 cross-border
shooting took place.

Together the film and installation render the
Haskell Free Library and Opera House as a grey
zone, continually recasting the border as at once
powerful yet superficial, absurd yet lethal.

Image: Lawrence Abu Hamdan, 45th Parallel
(2022). Film still. Courtesy the artist.

Commissioned by Spike Island, Bristol; the
Toronto Biennial; Mercer Union, Toronto; and the
Western Front, Vancouver. Produced by LONO
Studio and supported by Arts Council England
and JustFilms/Ford Foundation.

The exhibition is part of the West of England
Visual Arts Alliance programme, supported by Arts
Council England.

Spike Island, 133 Cumberland Road
Bristol BS1 6UX

+44 (0)117 929 2266
spikeisland.org.uk

Facebook / Instagram: @Spikelsland
Twitter: @_Spikelsland

<oy, Supportedusingpublcunding by 1570
% ‘ ARTS COUNCIL :@: West of England E%ﬁg'l‘g?
“0s" | ENGLAND IS fsual Arts At AL .

Mm‘ccr‘ Union‘ JUStFI|mS

WESTERN FRONT
FORDFOUNDATION

mporary art



